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From Marketization, Commodification to Egalitarianism?
the controversy analysis of Chinese Health Care System Reform

Abstract

Recently, the impact of market transition on Chinese health care system has
caught wide attention among the scholars of health and social policy studies.
Particularly after the economic reform era, how the health care system in urban and
rural areas has been transformed by the marketization process is especially crucial.
Before 1980, the Chinese health care system was mainly dominated by the
government-financed and labor insurance system. After 1980, the marketization
strategy has been adopted by the policy-maker to improve the economic incentives of
medical provider.

However, the malicious competition between providers and the information
asymmetry within medical market results in accessibility and inequality problems for
the low-income households. The structural reform of Chinese health care system has
therefore sparked wide debate among the Chinese society. This research aims to
evaluate these reform options, particularly focus on their impacts on the health
inequality. The three model in Jiansu Province during the hospital reform will be
examined in the field study. The Suchen (privatization model), Chen-Qian (integrated
social insurance) and Wu-Shi (autonomization model) seems to demonstrate the three
typical models in Chinese health care and hospital reform. The path, process and
consequences of the reform will be examined in terms of analysis of strategically
interaction between local governments and hospitals.

Keywords:  Chinese health care system reform, marketization, privatization,

commodification, egalitarianism
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