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: China’ s rise in recent years is the most notably event in

international politics. How exactly will China employ its
growing power? According to the realist tradition of power
politics, the law of the jungle is the law of the
international arena. When China is not powerful enough,
China has its “low profile” policy. When China is strong
enough, China can “make a difference.” However, this
realist perspective is challenged by the constructivism.
Different countries have different collective ideas of
behavioral preferences, and these different ideas then
produce different behaviors. Collective idea in a word, is

“culture.” Chinese culture is so different from the
Western culture. Thus, the powers politics of Western
experience does not apply in China. The core substance of
Chinese culture is Confucian virtue and morality. Given
these value, a powerful China will “never seek hegemony.”
This proposition is verified by different empirical
studies, but an important issue is relatively ignored.
Under the influence of Chinese culture, in addition to
self-restraint on bullying others, will China help others
regardless the gains and losses? “Help the weak and aid
the needy” 1is a key virtue in Confucianism. Is this just a
noble but 1llusory rhetoric as commonly asserted? Or is it
implemented in China’ s external behavior ? This study
exams China’ s support to Korea during late Ming Dynasties
to explore the answer to this puzzle. The finding of this
study will help us in the face of a rising China.



# 2 B 423 ¢ Rise of China, Chinese Culture, Help the Weak and Aid the
Needy, Ming, Korea



FHBY (22 9t 5 5%
I_&E?E&%FI_] EEJ,-@‘E.’—H ’:]fz\'\" r:"]::;-‘lfé%u_]

T [ 55
BRI S P

!

PRSI RLE 27 e RETTIR | ~ F TG o Bt f 3 ™
FIRRIETI O ] Bl 2 (AR S0 35 A0t P - B A
AR PP SR ERRAIOLE B < Pl BRI SO R PO TR
(ECRL » HPFIBIOE ™ e o i T8 b o Pl il EUEE IR R
B APTTPRT A T B SO | PR R a Y T g
CUF T IIPY S BB SR T T[T ED < SRR R PR S F R R
T BSOS PRI R R
RS RRRIONE PER  plB R ] LB (PO P AL 3
O RUAEL - T IO R T TR o [IShER 9% 0 TV
PR A AR O [ (A R 2P ) D R O
AT+ IO (o fenll o s I R o RL G A 1S
R [ R E ] g TRPRER ) [URALLG o SERL hEl - 4
B+ b URL Iy ) (D 0002 26 2 SBLRLZ Y 730 T3 9 T o389 1 83, 1 2
i VL PSR PR LR TS IR > LSRR 2 AT
PR T 2 I RSO -

RRGERF) © IIBSIHE (I [~ St - I - i

Chinese Culture and China's Behavior:
"Help the Weak and Aid the Needy" in Japanese Invasions of Korea
1592-1598

Abstract
China’s rise in recent years is the most notably event in international politics.
How exactly will China employ its growing power? According to the realist tradition
of power politics, the law of the jungle is the law of the international arena. When
China is not powerful enough, China has its “low profile” policy. When China is
strong enough, China can “make a difference.” However, this realist perspective is
challenged by the constructivism. Different countries have different collective ideas

of behavioral preferences, and these different ideas then produce different behaviors.



Collective idea in a word, is “culture.” Chinese culture is so different from the
Western culture. Thus, the powers politics of Western experience does not apply in
China. The core substance of Chinese culture is Confucian virtue and morality. Given
these value, a powerful China will “never seek hegemony.” This proposition is
verified by different empirical studies, but an important issue is relatively ignored.
Under the influence of Chinese culture, in addition to self-restraint on bullying others,
will China help others regardless the gains and losses? “Help the weak and aid the
needy” is a key virtue in Confucianism. Is this just a noble but illusory rhetoric as
commonly asserted? Or is it implemented in China’s external behavior ? This study
exams China’s support to Korea during late Ming Dynasties to explore the answer to
this puzzle. The finding of this study will help us in the face of a rising China.

Keywords: Rise of China, Chinese Culture, Help the Weak and Aid the Needy, Ming,
Korea
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