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! Based on examples taken from the experiences of

transnational marriage couples of the FFWPU blessed
families, this thesis is to answer the questions: How are
the believers moved, shaped and cultivated by religion?

How did the believers find the balance between religion and
life? Who decides what the believers to believe? And, who
controls the believers’ 1ife? Through sorting out the
FFWPU' s official perspectives, mainstream media and
Christian groups’ opinions toward FFWPU, and prior studies
from Japan, Korea, UK, USA and Taiwan, along with related
articles on conversion to and transnational marriage of the
FFWPU, the framework of this research is built.

There are three kinds of research participants in the
study: interviewees or informants from transnational
marriages of the FFWPU blessed families in Taiwan, Japanese
and Korea; Taiwanese and Japanese informants from the
FFWPU; Taiwanese informants who dispute or suspect the
FFWPU. The main research results can be concluded under
three sections: (1) The believers’ Dbelief course consists
of conversion to the FFWPU, accepting the FFWPU' s match,
starting the blessed families and staying with the FFWPU.
(2) Co-constructed relationship between believers and
mission does exist. The foundation of this relationship
comes from cultivation by the mission and the believers’
gradual acceptance. The mission will encourage the
believers to practice all kinds of religious doctrines, to
admire the founder of the FFWPU and to endow sanctity to
the rituals. (3) Conviction and suspicion appear in
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believers’ mind from time to time. When confronting
negative impressions toward the FFWPU from the society, the
believers a lot of time show evasive reaction, turn a deaf
ear, or justify themselves. Finally, my own retrospection
from empathetic detachment perspectives. How I face my own
emerging suspicion toward the FFWPU and how I try to
overcome 1t.

sympathetic detachment, conversion, mind control, Blessed
Family, self-defense mechanism
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Who decides what to believe? Belief experience of transnational marriage couples of the FFWPU

blessed families.
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Based on examples taken from the experiences of transnational marriage couples of the FFWPU
blessed families, this thesis is to answer the questions: How are the believers moved, shaped and
cultivated by religion? How did the believers find the balance between religion and life? Who
decides what the believers to believe? And, who controls the believers’ life? Through sorting out
the FFWPU’s official perspectives, mainstream media and Christian groups’ opinions toward
FFWPU, and prior studies from Japan, Korea, UK, USA and Taiwan, along with related articles on
conversion to and transnational marriage of the FFWPU, the framework of this research is built.

There are three kinds of research participants in the study: interviewees or informants from
transnational marriages of the FFWPU blessed families in Taiwan, Japanese and Korea; Taiwanese
and Japanese informants from the FFWPU; Taiwanese informants who dispute or suspect the
FFWPU. The main research results can be concluded under three sections: (1) The believers’
belief course consists of conversion to the FFWPU, accepting the FFWPU’s match, starting the
blessed families and staying with the FFWPU. (2) Co-constructed relationship between believers
and mission does exist. The foundation of this relationship comes from cultivation by the mission
and the believers’ gradual acceptance. The mission will encourage the believers to practice all

kinds of religious doctrines, to admire the founder of the FFWPU and to endow sanctity to the
1



rituals. (3) Conviction and suspicion appear in believers’ mind from time to time. When
confronting negative impressions toward the FFWPU from the society, the believers a lot of time
show evasive reaction, turn a deaf ear, or justify themselves. Finally, my own retrospection from
empathetic detachment perspectives. How | face my own emerging suspicion toward the FFWPU

and how I try to overcome it.
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