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: The “rise of China”
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1s the major theme of this era. How
exactly will China behave after its rise? Will China itself
restraint i1ts use of force? Is China so unique that it can
not be explained by general theories? Do we have no choice
but entering into China’ s historical and cultural context?
On the one hand, China is indeed unique because China is
the only superpower recurrently rebuild its hegemony. A
powerful China standing firmly at the top of the power
hierarchy allows a different pattern of behavior from those
Western great powers competing with each other in a
multipolar world. This pattern is exactly the “soft

power” proclaimed by the US today. In another word, what
is unique is not China but China’ s position. When other
political unit has a similar position, it will behave
similarly. China’ s uniqueness is in fact another
generalization. However, if this is the truth, the strength
of China and China’ s adoption of “soft power” should
have a high degree of correlation, which is not the case.
Thus, cultural specificity of different Chinese dynasties
becomes the focus. This study attempts to compare the
behavioral patterns of the three strongest Chinese
dynasties, Tang, Yuan, and Qing, and conduct in depth case
study of Qing Dynasty to verify the influence of specific
culture on China’ s foreign behavior.

: Hegemon, Soft Power, Use of Force, Tang Dynasty, Yuan

Dynasty, Qing Dynasty
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Universality or Cultural Specificity? Comparative Studies of Tang, Yuan, and Qing

Abstract

The “rise of China” is the major theme of this era. How exactly will China behave
after its rise? Will China itself restraint its use of force? Is China so unique that it can
not be explained by general theories? Do we have no choice but entering into China’s
historical and cultural context? On the one hand, China is indeed unique because
China is the only superpower recurrently rebuild its hegemony. A powerful China
standing firmly at the top of the power hierarchy allows a different pattern of behavior
from those Western great powers competing with each other in a multipolar world.
This pattern is exactly the “soft power” proclaimed by the US today. In another word,
what is unique is not China but China’s position. When other political unit has a
similar position, it will behave similarly. China’s uniqueness is in fact another
generalization. However, if this is the truth, the strength of China and China’s
adoption of “soft power” should have a high degree of correlation. Is this really the
case? This article thus attempts to compare the behavioral patterns of the three
strongest Chinese dynasties, Tang, Yuan, and Qing, Qing, and conduct in depth case
study of Qing Dynasty to verify the influence of specific culture on China’s foreign
behavior.



Keywords: Hegemon, Soft Power, Use of Force, Tang Dynasty , Yuan Dynasty, Qing
Dynasty
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