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Abstract

The relationship between mind and body in Xunzi , according to
the Chapter of Tien, is like the relation between “the ruler and the
ruled”. But, it is very clear that the word “body” for man in Xunzi does
not only mean our “physical body,” more importantly, it also points to
“the whole life of human.” From this point of view to inquiry into the
relationship in question, we find that, through the difference of human
from animal, there is another more crucial relationship between mind
and body for Xunzi , i.e., by taking body as a means, human mind can
cultivate human life, makes it become a moral life, and thereby
becomes an authentic human being, really different from animal. This
actualizes human’s moral ability, at the same time, makes human
possible become a sage Xunzi’s ideal of human life.

Keywords: The relationship between body and mind ~ The relationship
between the ruler and the ruled ~ The distinction between human
and animal ~ Li-Yi ~ moralizing human life
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