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Abstract

The "Xianliang Duice" is Dong Zhongshu's reply to the questions by
Emperor Wu of Han on his imperial examination. Dong's reply contains
a well-organized system of thought composed of four theories:
cosmology, the theory of human nature, the theory of monarchy and the
theory of interactions between Heaven and mankind. Cosmology is a
theoretical basis of other three theories, the theory of human nature is a
rationale of the theory of monarchy, and the theory of monarchy is a
theoretical premise of the theory of interactions between Heaven and
mankind. This theoretical structure shows that the theory of interactions
between Heaven and mankind is the main theory based on other
theories, however, "Duice" particularly emphasize a political norm
"governing by edification not by penalty” as a key point of interactions
between Heaven and mankind. So judging from Dong's consideration
on his theory construction, the theory of monarchy is the core of the
system of thought of "Duice". The thought of the correspondence and
the interactions between Heaven and mankind spread in the early period
of the Western Han, under this environment, Dong Zhongshu combined
Confucian political and cultural assertions with those thoughts, and
constructed his well-organized system of thought to promote the
achievement of morality-based and culture-based order.

Keywords: Dong Zhongshu, Xianliang Duice, Tianren Sance,
cosmology, Hevean, theory of human nature, theory of politics,
edification, theory of interactions between Heaven and mankind,
disaster




