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The Difficulties of Moralism in Chinese Philosophy

of Music and its Solutions

Chen Shih-Chen

Abstract

(On Music) ( (Z&zm) )of (Xunzi) ( (A1) )isawork in which music is
systematically morally justified. Although (Zuochuan) ( {(Z{#) )and {Lunyu)
( (EmzE) ) treat music morally, (On Music ) sees the human nature as its beginning
from the viewpoint of anthropology, constructs systematically a philosophy of music,
and its work is original. Such viewpoint that human nature as an anthropological root
for music is a principle of philosophy of music in china, and even Jikang(f%5F) in
Weijin(3£%5) belongs to such tradition. (Xunzi) understands music from his
practical philosophy, and the human nature belongs to the category of theory of evil
human nature, therefore the difficulties in his theory can be found also in his
philosophy of music, evil in human nature comes from that human acts according to
his own nature, but its practical overcome comes from outsider wise man, that is,
from the music which are made by wise man in order to suppress human mind. But
when human evil comes from human nature, then the ability to suppress human mind
should come also from the same subjectivity, not from wise man as an external

authority. (Yueji) ( (£&z) )of (Lijiy ( {(f&2C) )understands such difficulty, and
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explains how Great-music overcomes six feelings-music by two respects of human
nature (human nature and transcendental human nature, that is, silence) . The work
of (Yueji) transforms the philosophy of music according to theory of evil human
nature of Xunzi to theory of good human nature of Mencius. But ( Yueji) itself
implies still a big difficulty: music belongs to the category of moral and therefore
loses the independent value of arts, and under the name of moral Zheug Music (&)
Is never evaluated well by Confucius, although it is in fact a wonderful arts. The
difficulty of ( Yueji) is found by professor Hsu, his solution depends on that there is
a line between moral and music, and at the same time the philosophy of music of

('Yueji) is still acknowledged. His effort can’ t be seen as successful because he
thinks still that human nature of music belongs to the category of moral like (Yueji ),
and the mentioned line between music and moral exists only in life, so that it is
difficult to say that he is successful to find the answer to the question how the
independence of music becomes on the basics of human nature possible. Hsu can’ t
explain music itself, but understands it only by means of moral. An answer to this
question has been raised by Jikang Jikang in his ( On music without feelings ) ( (&
#ETI4ES ) ) Music comes from human nature, but it can’ t be reduced to the
category of moral. According to the understanding of Jikang, mind should not
overcome human nature so that it makes music under services for moral. On the
contrary mind let human nature reveal itself. Music doesn’t depend on any other

values, but only reveals itself according to human nature.

Keywords: Moralism, Human-nature, Music, Tao-School, Silence, Not-moral-m—
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