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Action Research on Improving Children’s Reading Comprehension Ability by
Applying Picture Books in Teaching Activities

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to explore whether the teaching process of story
structure improves children's reading comprehension ability, to analyze how the
comprehension ability of children performs in the process of story structure teaching,
and what kind of dilemma teachers faced in the process of story structure teaching to
improve children's reading comprehension ability. The research was conducted from
January to October in 2017; 12 teaching activities were carried out.  Six picture books
were selected as teaching materials. Based on the theory of Scaffolding Instruction,
the teaching activities were divided into three stages: teacher demonstration period,
teacher guidance period, and young children independent practice period. The
information collected on the site was: story house learning sheets, story structure
evaluation sheets, reflective thinking notes, classroom observation records, and
collaborative teacher feedback forms. Triangulation was conducted through different

data collecting methods, professional research dialogue, and double-checked data.

The findings of this study are:
A. Implementation process of picture book teaching:

1. The picture book teaching activities were divided into three stages: teacher
demonstration period, teacher guidance period, and young children
independent practice period. The teaching process includes preparation of
the teaching activity, development of the teaching activity, and comprehensive
activity at the end.

2.  The picture book teaching activities should be proceed, step by step, from
simplified contents to complex details, and the use of diversified teaching
strategies is helpful for children to take the initiative to participate in the
discussion and understanding of the story.

3. The timing of the activities should be adjusted as a child's learning situation,
and the design of dynamic activities in the curriculum could enhance
children's interest in learning.

B. Children's reading comprehension ability performance during the implementation
process of picture book teaching:

1. Through the strategy of visualization of the image, young children get to think
about the picture, their understandings of the story content were enhanced,

and eventually they can read the pictures on their own and retell the story.



2. Children become more observational to the characters’ expression and action,
hence they are more sensitive and eager to the discussion of the contents.

3. After story structure teaching activities, one can clearly see that children’s
reading comprehension ability has improved.

C. Dilemma teachers faced during the implementation process of picture book
teaching:

1. Children are unlikely to describe in details of the time and place of the story
structure elements, and they are not familiar with the terms of story structure
elements, which increase the difficulty for children to understand the story
structure.

2. The differences of children's drawing ability affect their collaboration to draw
the story poster together.

3. Children are easily confused by teacher's questions about the story content,

which examines teacher's story structure question asking skills.

Last, according to the results and findings of the present study, the researcher's
teaching strategy of integrating structured storytelling into teaching can improve the
reading comprehension ability of the children. Therefore, the researchers put forward
relevant suggestions and future research directions for kindergarten teachers and

researchers’ reference.

Keywords: picture book, story structure, reading comprehension, action research
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