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Abstract

Humanity is rational on account of curiosity and questioning. People are confident and
trust in their knowledge as Greek sophists on the one hand, but on the other hand, they also
perceive deficiency of knowledge and then pursuit of truth as Socrates. Unlike the most of
people who are unwilling to accept their incapability, Socrates believed questioning was a
beginning to seek knowledge and the motivation to explore the truth. However, the deficiency
of knowledge does not mean ignorance but a lack of heuristic dialectic based on knowledge.
As the aphorism “I know I do not know” of Socrates, the awareness of knowledge deficiency
is not only about modesty but also a process to honestly discover such problem. In other
words, people really aware of unsolved problems, and it could be difficult to resolve. Here
the heuristic dialectic stresses the processes of questioning and response via communication
in order to retrieve the learned and ignored knowledge. The contribution of this thesis focuses
on the inspiration of heuristic dialectic, which is not about Plato’s philosophy but the process
to attain the truth. Such study process of education nowadays is uncommon in Taiwan. In the
end of thesis, the dialectic of Plato is also employed to discuss the problem of education

system in Taiwan.

Keywords: heuristic dialectic, ignorance, knowledge, truth, questioning and response,

Plato
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