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Abstract

Democratic Peace Theory holds that democratic states do not fight with each
other because of their shared liberal values. This argument is highly controversial
among the academics and was only tested quantitatively but has yet been tested
qualitatively by none-western cases. This article fills this gap by studying the 2013
fisheries conflict between Taiwan and Philippine. In this incident, one Taiwanese
fisherman was killed by Philipino cost guards in the overlapping EEZ claimed by both
Taiwan and Philippines, and Taiwan responded by sending warships to the disputed
waters. Finally, the Philippines accepted Taiwan’s term and the conflict concluded
without a fight. Is democratic value helps to resolve this conflict peacefully? In the

end, this article finds little evidence to support Democratic Peace Theory.

Keywords: Democratic Peace Theory, Fisheries Conflicts, Taiwan, Philippine
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