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A Study on British Foreign Policy in the Face of a Continental
Hegemon -
Case Studies of Napoleonic Empire and Nazi Germany

Abstract

The traditional British foreign policy has changed since the rule of Queen Elizabeth I.
Britain has began to pursue the "Balance of Power" strategy, which is to maintain the
balance among the continental powers, thus the British could concentrate on developing
oversea trade with her colonies and strengthen the Empire’s comprehensive power and keep
her glory. In dealing with the European hegemons, such as the Napoleonic Empire and Nazi
Germany, different tactics such as splendid isolation or positive engagement were used
interchangablly and had sucessessfully deterred the hegemons. However, after the end of the
World War II, almost every of Britains’s oversea colonies had become independent which in
turn made Britain gradually become second-rank powers. The British tried to adopt the
Three Circles Diplomacy under Sir Winston Churchill to keep its glory that gradually been
replaced by the United States and the Soviet Union and thus abandoned the traditional
balance of power foreign policy.

Keyword : Balance of power, Napoleonic Empire, Nazi Germany, British foreign policy
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