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An Analysis of Taiwan Television Sensational Reports about Mainland China
Abstract

With the rise of the internet, User-Generated Content (UGC) became prevalent in
the production procedure of 24-hour news networks of Taiwan . Coupled with the
impact of news ratings system, television news also turned out increasingly
provocative, i.e., "sensational.” The purpose of this study is to exam whether the use
of UGC and the trend of sensational journalism will affect the news networks reports
about Mainland China. Whether news networks reports about Mainland China will be
more and more diverse or otherwise with the introduction of UGC as the main source
of news? What role will political stand of the news networks be played in the
presentation of the Mainland China news reports?

In this study, a total of 124 valid samples were obtained from the evening
news of CTI, FTV, and PTS in March and August 2016, respectively. Content
analysis was employed in this research. The results of this study are as follows:
First, news produced by network reporters and international news agencies still
dominate reports about Mainland China of the three news networks, the two total up
to seventy percent. Second, despite the introduction of UGC, three news networks
still focus on political and social issues in terms of the subject of Mainland China.
Furthermore, different political stands of news networks do suggest different report
styles toward reports about Mainland China, regardless of the rotation political parties
caused by the presidential election of 2016 in Taiwan. Finally, under the vicious
ratings competition of Taiwan, the impact of ratings competition is far more than
political stands on the sensationalism of news of three news networks.

This study suggests that future researches are needed to examine the impact of
UGC on the news production procedure of 24-hour news networks. To obtain enough
samples of non-domestic UGC material of Taiwan news networks, it is recommended
to have at least six months of sampling, or recuit more news networks reports to
compare. Besides, it is also recommended to avoid the news network that takes a
thorough neglected view toward Mainland China. Finally, future studies should
include online news platform and social media, such as Facebook, to get more UGC

as a news material for analysis and comparison.

Keywords: User-Generated Content (UGC), Sensationalism, Rating Journalism,
Mainland China News
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