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Associate Professor
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Abstract

It is widely believed in academia that ordinary citizens in Taiwan do
not have the capability of identifying left and right, and they are only
aware of Taiwan’s independence from or unification with China. Thus,
whenever questionnaire is aimed to ask about left and right, Taiwanese
normally tend to give meaningless response. Yet, this claim remains as a
big question and requires more investigation of it. Converse’s black and
white theory presented in 1964 is that ordinary Americans do not have a
basic understanding of ideology and only elite Americans do. Lane and his
colleagues argue that there is no salient difference between ordinary
Americans and elite Americans in the same regard. They tend to think that
ordinary people tend to have different ways, though not as organized, of
thinking about politics, but that does not mean these people lack the sense
of ideology. Therefore, I present three hypotheses. First, even if people in
Taiwan lack profound understanding of left and right, they do have a more
reliable understanding of it when they are provided with the cue of party.
Second, people who are more educated tend to have more capability of
voting for legislative candidates who share similar ideologies with them.
Third, higher education is associated with better knowledge levels. Even
though I attempt to show that respondents have an enhanced capability of
identifying ideology in certain conditions, it does not necessarily mean

these people genuinely know the content of ideology. But party label can

be used as information shortcut to help alleviate the disorientation of
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ideology in Taiwan. I count on TEDS datasets in 2001 and 2008 and

examine my hypotheses.
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Guillermo Owen. 1986. Information Pooling and Group Decision Making. Greenwich, CT:
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Public: Fifty Years of Trends in Ameircan’ Policy Preferences. Chicago: University of
Chicago Press. Page, Benjamin and Robert Shapiro. 1993. “The Rational Public and
Democracy.” In Reconsidering the Democratic Public, ed. George Marcus, and Russell
Hanson. University Park: Pennsylvania State University Press. Page, Benjamin and
Robert Shapiro. 1999. “The Rational Public and Beyond.” In CitizenCompetence and
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University Press. Seeley, Thomas. 2001. “Decision Making in Superorganisms: How
Collective Wisdom Arises from the Poorly Informed Masses.” In Bounded rationality: The
Adaptive Toolbox, ed. G. Gigerenzer and R. Selten., Cambridge, Mass: MIT Press. Stimson,
James. 1990. “A Macro Theory of Information Flow.” In Information and Democratic
Processes, ed J. Ferejohn and J. Kuklinski. Urbana, IL: University of Illinois Press.
Stimson, James. 1991. Public Opinion in America: Moods, Cycles, and Swings. Boulder,
CO: Westview Press. Wittman, Donald. 1989. “Why Democracies Produce Efficient
Results.” Journal of Political Economy ,Vol. 97, No. 6, pp. 1395-1424. Wittman, Donald.
1995. The Myth of Democratic Failure: Why Political Institutions Are Efficient. Chicago:
University of Chicago Press. Althaus, Scott L. 2003. Collective Preferences in Democratic
Politics: Opinion Surveys and the Will of the People. Cambridge, UK: University of
Cambridge.

" Althaus, Scott. 2003. Collective Preferences in Democratic Politics: Opinion Surveys and
the Will of the People. Cambridge University Press.
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