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MAINLAND CHINA SCHOLARS

DAY, Dong-Ching

Associate Professor
Department of International Affairs and Business
Nanhua University

Abstract

The trend of Taiwanese people identifying themselves as sole

Taiwanese instead of both Chinese and Taiwanese that has reached the

peak from time to time since KMT ( Kuomintang) regained power in 2008.

That attracts the attention of many Mainland China scholars. They often
quote those survey data of Taiwanese identity from Election Study Center
National Chengchi University, TVBS TV station, Global Views Monthly,
and Common Wealth magazine. The above data indicates the trend that
Taiwanese people identifying themselves as Chinese is much less than as
Taiwanese. Mainland China scholars use terms, such as “misplace”,
“dilemma”, “alienation”, “misguidance ”, “shortcoming”, “overstatement
of victimization”, and “selective acceptance of social common memory,

etc. to describe the trend of Taiwanese identity.

Most Mainland China scholars agree that Taiwanese national identity
appears to be “qu zhong qu tai” (con-Sinicization and pro-Taiwanization),
which is with regard to the policy of Taiwanization promoted by both
former President Lee Teng-hui and Chen Sui-bian as well as one China
identity not being supported enough by President Ma Ying-jeou. In
addition, some Mainland China scholars also regard historical and social
memory, geography and economic development as the driving forces to

differentiate Taiwanese national identity from China’s. In other words, it
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is seemingly unfair to ask the rulers to take whole responsibility for the

change of Taiwanese national identity.

In order to reverse the trend of Taiwanese national identity, Mainland
China scholars propose to restore and construct social and historical
memory, deepen cross-strait economic cooperation to build mutual benefit
economic community, promote cultural identity by enhancing cross-strait
culture exchange so as to raise national identity. However the above
measures seems not to reflect the change of Taiwanese national identity
which need to be reexamined especially after the “Sunflower student
protest” on anti-service trade agreement and to be researched by those
Mainland China scholars who are interested in Taiwanese national

identity.

Keywords:
National Identity, Taiwanese Identity, Cross-strait Governance, Culture

Exchange, Economic and Trade Cooperation
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