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A Textual Inspection on" Whipping the Stone for

Rain"

Fu Yin"

Abstract

There is a sentence in Du Fu’s poem Thunder written in Kuizhou: "Insolating

wizard for rain might be heard, but whipping the Stone for Rain has no ancient

evidence." While the custom whipping the Stone for Rain really exits in Xiazhou,

which adjoined Kuizhou. This custom might be originally recorded in Yu Xi’s work
Zhilin in East Jin Dynasty. After that, it was narrated in Sheng Hongzhi’s Jingzhou Ji,
Liu Chengzhi’s Yongchu Shanchuan Gujin Ji, anonymous work Jingzhoutu Fuji, and Li
Daoyuan’s famous work Shuijing Zhu. Furthermore, Yu Xin and other poets used it as a
classical allusion in their poems. According to the data we can find now, this custom
maybe came into being in the time of War States or Qin and Han Dynasties, by people
in Chu area, not as some scholars said it was primitive witchcraft of Tujia ancestors.
Like shooting at the sky, this custom also philosophically means ‘the human beings can
control the sky’. Although all records and literary works pointed the region of this

custom, it might be spread to other areas, or similar customs could be created in other

* Senior Editor, Institute of Chinese Folk Culture, Sichuan University.
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areas for various reasons.

Keywords: Whipping the Stone for Rain, Tujia people, People in Chu area, The
Human Beings Can Control the Sky
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