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The Research of the Story of the Unfilial

Daughter-in-Law Metamorphoses into Animal

Dao-He Li"

Abstract

The story type "the unfilial daughter-in-law metamorphoses into animal[_were
made to describe the folk story involves each of the 2 plots, in the first one,
daughter-in-law cooking unsanitary food, inedible insects or poison for her
parent-in-law, and in the second one, daughter-in-law trying to wear special clothes

left from celestial being .The ending of these stories are all point to metamorphoses.

The correlational studies are still at stage of compiling type index and sample text list.

In this article, there are 29 related stories collected from ancient Chinese books, 71
examples gathered from oral tales of Han nationality and 18 stories found from
minority. From those examples, we found the story type has spread widely among
nationalities from south to north in ancient and modern, which has the cross
phenomenon with the type of Two daughters-in-law and Crake Bird. The story
mainly expressed a topic of exhortation by thunder shocking or divine punishment,
which was a phenomenon of literature and culture that coexisted in folk

literatures ,ancient weird stories, Dunhuang literatures and modern fictions .This

" Professor of Literature School of Yunnan University.
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story type is caused by the integration of Buddhism, Confucianist and Taoist
ideology and folk beliefs.

Keywords: The Unfilial Daughter-in-law; parents-in-law; Thunder shocking; Grub;
Buddhism; Taoism
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