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The Significance of the Karma Story in

“Yue Wei Cottage Notes”

Ya-Yu Jiang”

Abstract

"Yue Wei Cottage Notes" is a book to warn and educate people through ghost
stories. The author, who had written this book at his old age, agreed with the
notion of karma and believed that there are spirits somewhere in the world to judge

good and evil, offer rules of personal conduct, and give rewards and punishments.

This article intends to borrow these stories to explore the author's
interpretation and his attitudes toward the stories. This article is also designed to
reflect the contemporary officialdom culture and folk beliefs of the early Qing
society. Besides, more understanding is given to the power of the officials of the
government offices during that period of time. In early Qing dynasty, there were a
mass of government officers and their working and activity fields were old, so the
concept of karma was very popular. During that time, the government officials
were believed to have the control of people’s lives and fates, and this was what the

social reality reflected. In his book, Ji Yun recorded these stories, ridiculed official-

* Assistant Professor, Based General Education Center National Chin-Yi University of Technology.
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Is, criticized the clerks, advised people, and encouraged himself. He used his

official karma to express his feelings and hoped that it could offer an example to

the precarious world.

Key words: Yue Wei Cottage Notes, Government Offices, Spirits Punishment,

Karma.
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