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Appreciation of Jiao Ran’s Tea Poems: Aesthetic
Experience of Synesthesia and Conception with
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Abstract

Conception theory is the core concept of Chinese classical art aesthetics. Poetry
theory of Jiao Ran was influenced by Wang Changling and it was developed as theory of
“conception” with the combination of meaning and situation. It has made significant
progress theoretically. When creating team poems, Jiao Ran applied the concept in the
aesthetic pursuit of “tea situation”, including “environment of tea appreciation” and
“mental state and conception of tea appreciation”. Conception theory of Jiao Ran, was
affected by Buddhist idea Yogachara, and used 5 senses, sight, hearing, smell, taste, and
touch, to repeatedly project “Six Interoperability.” The senses jumped around different
perceptual domains, and colors, voices, aromas, tastes, and touches gathered together. In
other words, synaesthesia connected various feelings, triggered imagination and
association, and generated empathy, which plays an important role in free development of
artistic images and enables people to gain unlimited and abundant aesthetic appreciation
experiences from limited images. Thus, in the study on “conception”, aesthetic experience
of “synesthesia” of “six interoperability” should not be neglected. When appreciating the
poetry of Poem Monk in Tang Dynasty, we should not only focus on theory of
“conception”, but also discuss “synesthesia” of “six interoperability”. This study thus
interprets Jiao Ran’s tea poems by aesthetic experience of “synesthesia” and

“conception”.

Keywords : Jiao Ran, tea poems, synesthesia, conception, aesthetic
experience
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