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This article uses the Foucauldian concepts of
“biopolitics,” 1in company of the discourse of eugenics,
to study the historical developments of views on sex crimes
in Germany. Toward the beginning of the 20th century, with

an increasing interest in sexual politics associated with
genetic findings, the “gender order” of eugenics and
medical knowledge entered the German political arena. The
anxieties about perversion-heredity-degeneration demanded
the political managements not only of woman’ s sexuality.
But to control “abnormal” sex drives, the criminal
systems also came to severely regulate sexual behavior,
aiming at the exclusion of the underprivileged and
enforcing a return to sexual morality. Consequently, a sery
of criminal law reform took place between 1969 and 1973.

moral offenses, eugenics, evolutionism, legal good, sexual
values, third parties working in the sex trade
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Abstract

This article uses the Foucauldian concepts of “biopolitics,” in company of the
discourse of eugenics, to study the historical developments of views on sex crimes in
Germany. Toward the beginning of the 20th century, with an increasing interest in
sexual politics associated with genetic findings, the “gender order” of eugenics and
medical knowledge entered the German political arena. The anxieties about
perversion-heredity-degeneration demanded the political managements not only of

III

woman’s sexuality. But to control “abnormal” sex drives, the criminal systems also
came to severely regulate sexual behavior, aiming at the exclusion of the
underprivileged and enforcing a return to sexual morality. Consequently, series of

criminal law reform took place between 1969 and 1973.
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