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Abstract

Jiang Yingke (1553-1605), born in Taoyuan County of Hunan Province, also
named Jinzhi, referred himself as Luoshanzen. He was appointed Jinshi in the 20"
year of the reign of Wanli Emperor. In his career, he served as the county chief of
Changzhou and held several government positions. He died at the age of fifty-three in
1605. As a member of Gong'an School during the late Ming Dynasty, the critical
influence he had on establishment t of the Gong'an typology was second only to Yuan
Hongdao. Jiang Yingke was a productive writer and praised for his versatility writing
style characterized as being "elegant, breeziness and profound. " However, previous

studies have focused on mostly on poetry, short essays, with few on proses.

Jiang Yingke completed the four volumes of “ The Sixteen Biographical Sketches
of the Grand Ming Dynasty” in the 29th year of the Wanli Reign (1601) while he served
as an Dalisi officer. The research on this book has been sparse. Most studies
regarded the book as a “Shishu-style” novel. When the Qing Dynasty librarian compiled
“The Siku Quanshu”, Jiang Yingke’s works were filed under the historical writing.
The study aimed to highlight both the book’s literary features and Jiang Yingke’s
literary significance through a content analysis of his literature philosophy and literary
works, and through a comparison between his style and the “Shishu Style”, which was

very popular during the late Ming Dynasty.

This thesis is divided into five chapters. The first chapter introduces research
motivation and purpose, clarifies the scope of the study, reviews previous research
literature and explains the structure of the paper. The second chapter provides an
overview and analysis of Jiang Yingke's profile, his relationship with the Gong'an
school and his literary philosophy. The third chapter, in terms of politics, society and
academics, explores the context for the creation of “The Sixteen Biographical Sketches
of the Grand Ming Dynasty”. Also examined is the book’s relationship between
"Historical Anecdotes of the Ming Dynasty" and " Shishuo-Xinyu Style " in terms of the
classification and content. The fourth chapter investigates the narrative, presentation
of characters and ideology. The fifth chapter consists of a summary of the findings and

presents prospects for future research.

Keywords: Jiang Yingke, Gong'an School, Emperor Ming Ming's Sixteen Kinds of
Small Biography, Shishuo-Xinyu: A New Account of Tales of the World,
Shishuo-Xinyu Style, Historical biographical style
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