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Analysis on the Content of Venerable Master Hsing Yun®

Book , " A Talk on Platform Sutra of the Sixth Patriarch'’
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Abstract

Venerable Master Hsing Yun promotes Humanistic Buddhism, which contains life
philosophy. One of the fundamentals of Humanistic Buddhism is based on the Dharma
practice via Ch’an (Zen). He advocates “using a spirit that transcends the world to do the
work of the world”, and promotes that combines Dharma and life, which means he try to
modify the disadvantages existing modern Buddhism by linking the Dharma and the world.
Besides, the “Platform Sutra” by the sixth patriarch Huinen plays an important role in Ch’an
school. In the sutra, the verse, “the Dharma is within the world, apart from this world there is
no awakening”, describes Ch’an-hood is attained through practice in the world, rather than
away from the world. He advocates transcending the world but meanwhile engaging in the
world. Venerable Master Hsing Yun agrees to the thoughts from the Platform Sutra, and
integrates it into his modern Humanistic Buddhism.

To the researches of Humanistic Buddhism, many scholars usually focus on how
Venerable Master Hsing Yun has propagating the Dharma, rather than his book, “The Rabbit's
Horn: A Commentary on the Platform Sutra”, so this study is to analyze it; especially the
features, themes, and so on. By using “creative hermeneutics” of Charles Wei-Hsun Fu as
research method, the study concludes the feature of “The Rabbit's Horn: A Commentary on
the Platform Sutra” by Venerable Master Hsing Yun is interpreting Classics by the measure of
practically enlightening. Apart from knowing the platform sutra emphasizes nature prajana
thoughts, concentrative meditation is wisdom, random teaching, and so on, that Q&A at the
end of each chapter is obviously another feature; when compared with the other
commentaries. The result of this study is a beginning chapter for Venerable Master Hsing
Yun’s interpretation on the Platform Sutra; which means there are more chances to expand
different relative researches between the Platform Sutra and Humanistic Buddhism in the
futures.

Key word : Platform Sutra of the Sixth Patriarch ~ A Talk on Platform Sutra of the Sixth

Patriarch ~ Humanistic Buddhism ~ venerable Master Hsing Yun
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