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Abstract

In facing death, recognizable patterns can be observed in the past traditional
society. Apart from increasing happiness and longevity, the purpose of Funeral
Shroud (FS) also extends to the demonstration of filial piety. FS embodies not
only cultural heritage, but also expectation for the descendant. Taking preparing
FS for example, the requirement of all siblings, married daughter included, to
share the cost symbolizes spreading blessing among the offspring.

Connotative as a start or entering the death experience, preparation of
funeral rituals generally takes place before decease. It might be commenced
when death is anticipated happening soon; it could get underway further earlier
by preparing FS which represents facing and preparing for death. However,
does the tradition still exist in the modern society or bear the same meaning and
importance? If FS conserved family system in the past, what is the
contemporary status of FS in family system nowadays after the span of time and
modernization?

The research conducted a qualitative method by analyzing extensive
literature, and gathering data of in-depth interviews. Grounded theory was
applied for data analysis to discuss the meaning of FS. Lastly, through the
perspectives of funeral specialists of mortuary beautician or cosmetologist alike,
the research aimed to explore the historic presenting of FS in funeral ritual, and

the meaning it makes in its social embodiment.

Keywords: Funeral Shroud, Funeral Ritual, Social Embodiment
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X s B AV AEAL -
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