The elementary school disabled student parent
participates in to turn the title process-from the

facing to of class reproduction study
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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to examine the current status of the parent
participation in the transition services of the elementary students with mental and
physical disabilities. It aims to gain an in-depth understanding of parent perceptions
of the transition services, their interactive experiences with schools, and the challenges
they face during participation. Furthermore, we will examine the correlation between
parent participation and their social economic status. This study used the qualitative
approach. Data were collected through interviews and daily observations. Twelve
participants were studied: five sixth-graders with mental and physical disabilities and
primary seven caregivers of Dong Fang Elementary School (alias name). The findings
are as below:

1. The experiences and perceptions of the parent participation in the transition
process were mostly negative. The reasons are: parents of these disadvantaged
families are not able to, or not capable to get involved in, or participate in the
transition; they are alienated in school; their relationship with the teachers is not
good and there is administrative negligence in school. However, few
experiences were positive. The reason is that though these disadvantaged
families are disadvantaged economically, they are rich in social and cultural
resources so their children receive much positive assistance during the transition
process.

2. The difficulties of the parent participation in the transition services are two folds:
family and school. On the family level, the main reason is that the families of
the students with mental and physical disabilities are mostly economically
disadvantaged. As a result, they lack in cultural and social resources and hence,
have difficulty in transition. On the school level, because the teachers do not
have adequate understanding and knowledge of the disabled students, the

teaching to the disabled students is marginalized by the school. The families of



the students with mental and physical disabilities feel the hostility by the social

classes in school. These factors all accentuate the obstacles and difficulties

during the transition process.

Finally, based on the findings, this study gives proper suggestions to the parents,
transition process of the school, people working in the educational system and the

government departments.

Keywords: students with mental and physical disabilities; transition services in
different phases of education; disadvantaged families; interaction between teachers

and parents; class remaking
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