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Comparison between Community caring model
and Institutional Caring model of Debilitated El-

ders

Abstract

This study investigated the differences between two care models of debilitated elders,
community care and institutional care, from the perspective of social capital. The organiza-
tional structure, the nature of service management, the attribute of people who were served,
as well as the potential and new direction in terms of the development of social care are
mainly examined in this paper. Nowadays, the life expectancy of people in Taiwan is on
the increase; however, due to the lack of family network and social participation, those se-
verely debilitated persons are easily sent to institutional care. Currently both care models
of elder people coexist without connection with each other in Taiwan. This motivates the
researcher to compare the pros and cons, as well as structural conditions, between both
different models of care in the community and institution. The findings show that those
who have more family mobilization and power, communication, interaction, and relation-
ship would have less services of the social welfare. Conversely, their counterparts have
more. Therefore, families being lack of economic and medical resources would be able to
obtain constant care services, preventing from heavy physical, mental and financial stress.

Institutional care model is an alternative service that can completely replace family
care and community care; community care model is an assistant and supportive service that
is not complete until it incorporates with family support. Community care model is an as-
sistant and supportive care model, while the institutional care model is an alternative care
one. Regardless of the model types, all care models having social and medical functions
are now more subjective to financial management. This paper examined three kinds of care
organizations: two institutional model — those of foundation organizations and private in-
stitutions, and one community care model. With respect to advantages, the foundation or-
ganization is able to enforce public power, guaranteeing the safety and rights, and interests
of the clients who are served. It also has better adequate equipment, professional team,
more subsidies, stronger social support networks and social resources utilized for each oth-

er. As concerning private caring agencies, they have more caring experiences in terms of



relieving the pressure and emotion of home caregivers and enhancing professional
knowledge. The community care model, better than the other two, is able to build up a
social supporting network with the advantages of higher cohesiveness, providing opportu-
nities for family caregivers to take rests, enhancing participation of the subjects in social
activities, having diversified courses, protecting the rights and interests of subsistence,
lowering fees and charges, and increasing shuttle service and market investors. As regards
disadvantages, the foundations are facing with changes in family structure and increased
malicious abandonment by family members. Both private care service providers and com-
munity care modes are lack of healthcare system backgrounds, while the restricted space
and private institution have negative presupposed impressions. In addition to the above

comparative findings, this study also made some suggestions based on the research results.

Keywords: Debilitated elders, Long-term care, Community care, Institutional care,

Social capital, Social care
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