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The Revitalization of Old Theaters and Local
Developments--Using the Dalin Wan Guo Theatre as an
Example

Abstract

In most cities the early theaters are usually located in the downtown area;
and in addition to providing entertainment, they are also the political,
economic, cultural and educational centers of the region. At one time there
were more than 800 theaters in Taiwan. They featured puppet shows, songs,
dramas, dance troupes, stunt performances as well as movies. They even held
political elections, wedding banquets, welcomed students from neighboring
schools, and also hosted weekly meetings and graduation ceremonies.
Because of this, the theater has always been an important landmark for people
to reminisce on. Modern development with a focus on restoring the early
theater and market is vital to the community and local area. Therefore, the
revitalization of old theaters can help the local markets and communities to
prosper.

With the advancement of technology, changing trends in local industry,
economy and the world of film, the theaters fell into disuse and were closed.
Most of them were demolished or converted into housing; and with
unresolved property disputes and poor areas, many more will be lost with
time. Fortunately, there are still theaters that have not yet been demolished,
and together with the residents’ cherished memories of how they used to be,
they have a chance to be reborn.

This study reviews and discusses the actual implementation of the

combination of Dalin Town's Wan Guo Theatre and local creation, and saves



the viable operation mode of theater rebirth and local development. It is
hoped that this operation can also be reborn in other local theaters. direction.
This study summarizes several major operational processes and stages,
recording and reconciling a mutually beneficial model of old theater rebirth

and local development; including the following practical processes:

1. Start the link between the old theater and the mass collective memory:
Establishing the connection between the cinema space and the memories of
people's lives at that time, waking up and guiding the enthusiasm of the
people.

2. looking for the opportunity of rebirth of the old theater building:

Renovate the Wan Guo Theatre with the actual application of relevant funds
to carry out the activation and regeneration of the space.

3. the innovation of the old theater space:

Through the spatial remodeling of the drama program and the imaginary
effect, it shows a past era. Media The spread of body information creates a
cultural advantage of “super-reality”.

4. re-linking cultural significance and industrial space to achieve the ultimate

goal of local revitalization.

Keywords: old theater, memory, promotion, regeneration, mupual venefit

mode
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