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How to distinguish between the religion and

humanities aspects of confucianism ?

Abstract

In this project we will clarify the controversial views of con-
temporary scholars about the humanity and religious aspects of
Confucianism. Are these two aspects diametrically opposite, mutu-
ally unrelated or complementary? There is no accord among schol-
ars and causes a lot of confusion. For example, one school of view
considers Confucianism is not a religion. This school of view can
further be subdivided into two : The scholars of May-Four Move-
ment(New Culture Movement) held that Confucianism is a kind of
"melting-pot™ culture, absorbing from other philosophies and reli-
gions. It does not have its own rituals and religious hierarchy of
western religions. Another point of wiew holds that confucianism is
not a religion, it is just a human ethical philosophy. The most nota-
ble scholars holding this view are Xu fu-guan and Mou zong-san.

For those that hold that Confucianism is a religion, they have
different argumentations. They argue that Confucius has been en-
shrined, worshipped and prostrated by people as a god. Some argue
that early Confucianism had a clos relation with wizardy. Confucius,
Mencius and Chu Hsi have a deep religious reverence to heaven.
The most notable scholars holding this view are Tang jun-yi and .
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Chen rong-jie.

In this project, 1 will compare and contrast these different
points of views and attempt to unify their views to give a clear con-
clusion about the relation between Confucianism and religion.

Keyword: The Confucianists, Confucianism, Humanity, Religion,
Si-shu
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