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""Human Buddhism™ in Korea: The Current Status

and its Tasks Ahead

Sangmun Suh”

Abstract

Two decades have been passed since the Seoul Bulgwang Mountain Temple had
been starting to root itself in the Korean society in 1999. Meanwhile, several visits
made by the Great Master Xingyun(£ 35 KFifi) to Korea stamped the excellence of
the  ‘Human Buddhism’ on the Korean Buddhist Society, by shedding a light on the
actual practices of the Dharma of the truth in human world, instead of the deification
of Gautama Buddha.

The Seoul Bulgwang Mountain Temple, the key point for spreading the Human
Buddhism has gone through a number of changes and improvements, which had
been enabled by cooperation between the monks and the members. Externally, 3~4
affiliated associations of the International Buddhist Association(E[&{#E>%&r) have
been established to foster visiting programs to the temple. Internally, the Chinese
ethnic group in Korea take the role as the practitioner of the lessons taught by the
religion. Furthermore, it not only imprints the Taiwanese Buddhism in the Korean
Buddhist society, it also tells the humanized sides of Gautama Buddha by publishing
books that contain the Great Master Xingyun’s writings and lessons. By doing these,
it contributes to the diversity in the Korean Buddhist society, along with the Tibetan

" Institute for Sinology of Kyung Hee University in Korea.
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Buddhism and other foreign Buddhist branches.

Moreover, the Seoul Bulgwang Mountain Temple attributes to strengthening the
international relationship between Korea and Taiwan, by fostering visiting programs
for Korean youth to visit Taiwan. It also opens a bridge for the Human Buddhism to
go into mainland China by providing chances to Chinese students studying in Korea
to visit Mt. Bulgwang, and encouraging them to study.

On the other hand, the results of these activities cannot overcome certain
challenges, including the lack of manpower with language skills, the strong social
tendency to lean to ward to the atheism, and the decrease in the number of members
in the Korean Buddhist society. In order to overcome these obstacles, the Seoul
Bulgwang Mountain Temple needs to expand its contact with local people in Korea,
getting involved deeply in local societies. Also, it will take advantages if it uses its
strengths, such as providing exotic experiences of learning Chinese language, Tai chi
chuan, and tea ceremony, which cannot be experienced any other places.
Furthermore, in order to spread the Buddhist teachings, s pecial features of the
Taiwanese Buddhism, and the contemporary history of China and culture, manpower
with fluency in Korean with sound understanding of Korean history and culture need
to be supported. It will not be easy to make progress in globalization of the Human
Buddhism and its stronger relationship with the Korean Buddhism. This is the reason
why the Human Buddhism needs to take more time and efforts to nurture specialists

in Korea.

It also seems like the right thing to do, considering that it needs to get ready for

future changes in Korea, including propagating in North Korea.
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