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Notes on Master Hsing Yun’s One-Stroke

Calligraphy

Katori Junya®

Abstract

Monks’ calligraphy has occupied an important place in the history of
calligraphy. The history of Japanese calligraphy started from the amanuensis of
Buddhist Scriptures in the Sui and Tang Dynasties, following the Chinese
translation of the Buddhist sutras from Sanskrit. Many Chinese and Japanese
monks’ calligraphies have become classical legacies through which their inner
understandings of Buddhism are conveyed. In monks’ calligraphies, there is
freedom of brushwork, wherein spiritual transcendence is manifested. Prominent
examples of this art are the handwriting masterpieces by Master Zhiyong, Monk
Huaisu, landscape painter Shitao, Huang Tingjian, Su Dongpo, Kobo Daishi,
Monk Ikkyu, and Zen Master Ryokan.

The spirit of Master Hsing Yun’s calligraphy comes from his wish to
complete the well-being of the masses. By virtue of his calligraphy of Buddhist

aphorism, the Master educates the believers that their mind can be settled. His

* Director, Yomiuri Shohokai Calligraphy Society and Commentator, Nihon Shosakuin (Institute

for Writing Calligraphy in Japan).
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calligraphy manifests mindfulness, and his handwriting style exhibits a sense of
harmony with Nature. This connection of art with the Human world is the Master’s
practice of humanistic Buddhism. By inscribing Buddhism in his art as a way of
teaching, the Master relates himself with followers all over the world. In his old
age, due to his visual impairment, the Master develops his unique
style—one-stroke calligraphy—whose tenet is that spiritual transcendence is
beyond corporeality. This beyondness informs the Master’s brushwork wherein the
written characters exemplifies fluidity and vividness of life—all of these make his

art works great.

Master Hsing Yun’s one-stroke calligraphy is in a cursive style, an art form
practiced by the noted Chinese calligraphers, like Wang Xianzhi, Zhang Zhi, and
Wang Duo. In Japan, there are also masterpieces of cursive scripture by Kokan
Shiren, Ikkyu Sojun, and Yamaoka Tesshu. In addition, Japanese kana calligraphy
also features “cursiveness,” meaning the continuation of stroke movement. Master
Hsing Yun’s one-stroke calligraphy embodies this concept of continuity. In his
brushwork, the idea of continuity leads the stroke movement, a movement that
conveys the flight from the self, thus reaching the highest level of art. In this paper,
I will point out that the Master’s one-stroke calligraphy is an art of humanistic

Buddhism that forms affinity with people.

Keywords: Monk’S Calligraphy, One Breath, One-Stroke Calligraphy, Master
Hsing Yun
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