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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to explore the learning and adaptability of a preschool child of
an immigrant mother. Employing qualitative method, the data were collected from
observation, interview and relevant documents. The major findings are :

1. This child’s adaptation and learning processes can be categorized into three phases. In the
early phase, this child tended to have negative emotions. In the middle phase, this child
gradually adjusted to the new environment. He greatly improved on his language skills and
started to develop relationship with peers. However, his limited vocabulary resulted in reading
difficulties. At the last phase, his communication skills improved. In addition, he has built
harmonious relationship with peers and teachers. Although it was more often for him to share
in a group discussion, he got distracted easily in classes and was not highly motivated.

2. Based on the ecological systems theory, it is found that important factors influencing this
child’s school adjustment include learning motivation, communication and interaction with
teachers and peers, as well as interaction between his parents and teachers.

3. The teacher helped this child feel involved, coach him appropriate behaviors and social
skills and work together with the parents.
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