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Salvate animam meam.*
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Truth, Subject and Others: realistic usage of

parrésia

Abstract

In Volumes 2 and 3 of The History of Sexuality, as well as
through a series of courses that have been held at Collége de France
since 1980, Michel Foucault reveals the relationship between sub-
jectification and truth as advocated in Greek ideology. He also high-
lights the significance of “being critical,” as described in his anal-
yses of Immanuel Kant’s “Answering the Question: What Is En-
lightenment?” Specifically, Foucault’s books and courses offer in-
sights into Western truth genealogy as preached in Greek ideology,
whereas his analyses on Kant’s “Answering the Question” restate his
criticisms of philosophical traditions. Although Foucault’s and
Kant’s publications may initially seem to follow the same path (i.e.,

a tradition-related search for the origin of life), they actually demon-
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strate the diverse subjectification-based dimensions of truth and eth-
ics. In particular, by studying Foucault’s interpretation of the signif-
icance of Kant’s three major criticisms, readers learn that being crit-
ical is an attitude that emphasizes an avoidance of being “governed
in a particular manner.” Such a thought process eventually becomes
a “rethinking” of the status quo. By examining the idea of “telling
the truth” (la parrésia/parrhesia) that was practiced in Greek culture,
Foucault found that the relationship between subjectification and
truth was more than just knowing the truth: it also entailed having
the courage to tell the truth. While Socrates defined the relationship
between courage and truth-telling as a type of ethical relationship,
and one that involves other parties, Foucault compared Kant and

Socrates and derived an alternative critical path.

Keywords: criticism, care of the self, parrhesia, Enlightenments,

Socrates, Kant, Cynic
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