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The Death Writing, Life and Death Image, and Life

Education of Coffinman’s Diary and Departures

Hsueh-ching Wang

Associate Professor, Center for General Education, Wufeng University

Abstract

Departures is a film well-known for the care about life and death issues. It uses
the encounter with “death” to reflect the ultimate care for life, and is a theme of life
education with a high value for exploration. Coffinman’s Diary is exactly the original
novel of this film. This study selected Coffinman’s Diaryand Departures as the
research materials, and investigated their life and death perspectives and how they
inspire life education based on the death writing and life and death image. Coffinman
is regarded as a “dirty” and “vulgar” occupation. However, ironically, everyone
eventually has to rely on coffinmen to help family and himself/herself to complete
the “last journey of life.” All professions deserve equal respect, life education should
face squarely and change people’s taboo against “death” and the tradition of
“despising” workers associated with “death.” Coffinmen witness vicissitudes of life,
life, death, departure, and reunion. Both the novel and film text show the same care,
but there are also difference between them. Coffinman’s Diary concludes that life and
death are “incredible light,” while Departures affirms that the solemnity of life

originates from “ethical love.

Keywords: Death Writing, Life and Death Image, Life Education, Coffinman,
Departures
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