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The Composition of Single-Parent Household in Tai-
wan Analysis of Gender and Generation, 1988-2007

Ching-Hsia Cheng', Kuo-Wei Chang’, Shu-Yung Wang®,
Yu-Ling Hsieh®

Abstract

As single families in Taiwan become more prevalent, both in terms of abso-
lute number and in terms of proportion of overall households, an ever expanding
family service program is being implemented. In order to plan these services ef-
fectively, it is paramount to first understand the characteristics and trends of such
families. This study analyzes data from " Taiwan annual survey of family income
and expenditure ; from 1988 to 2007 and categorizes single family households
into six types, based on several criteria -- gender of the single parent, generation
span of the household, and identity of the household financial head. This study
aims to explore the composition of age, marital status, education background,
employment status, and occupation type of single parents. It also tries to explore
the numbers of employed persons, numbers of children under age 18, the per-
centage of solo families owing residential real estate, and income and expenditure
of such households. Results are as follows:
1.There exist real differences between the six categories of households.
2.The proportion of solo parent households as a percentage of total households

increased from 3.21% to 4.85% between 1988 and 2007. The absolute number
of solo parent households also increased from one hundred and fifty thousand
to three hundred and sixty thousand. The ratio of solo parent household to

two-parent household also increased from 1 : 18.71 to 1 : 6.67.

! Associate Professor, Department of Social Welfare, National Chung Cheng University
2 PHD Student, Department of Social Welfare, National Chung Cheng University

3 Assistant Professor, Department of Social Welfare, National Chung Cheng University
4

Assistant Professor, Department of Social Work, Asia University



1988-2007 & 5 48 72 Bl h— 1 u 22 fanA 45 267

3.The majority of solo parents are divorced, and unmarried solo parents are very
few. In terms of generation span, the majority of solo parents live exclusively
with dependent children; however, the proportion of households with a
three-generation span (i.e. living with grand-parents, along with dependent
children) hiked from 34% to 40%.

4 Most single families have the mother as the financial head of the household and
their household members span two generations. This is followed by
three-generation households with the single father as the main income earner.
Due to the diversity among two-generation single-father households, further
research attention is required.

5.The monthly equivalent income per household and the monthly consumption
per person in single parent households are lower than those of
non-single-parent households. The main differences in expenditure between
these two types of households lie in areas not related to consumer consump-
tions -- transportation, telecommunication, recreation/entertainment, and edu-

cation/culture.
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