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The Relationship between Adolescent Belief, Negative Life
Event, Deviant Peer, and onset of delinquency

Feng-Ming Chang”  Tzyy-Wen Tan™

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to understand how adolescent belief, negative life
event, and deviant peer were related to onset of junior high school students’
delinquency. Self-report questionnaire was used to collect data. The sample in this
study consisted of 888 students from 8 junior high schools in Taiwan. In this study,
nested logistic regression model analysis was mainly utilized to analyze the collected
data. The results of this study are summarized as follows: (1) adolescent belief had
negative impacts on onset of delinquency; (2) there were positive relationships
between negative life events and onset of delinquency; (3) deviant peer played an
important role in the explanation of onset of delinquency. Finally, according to the

findings, the study also provided some suggestions.

Keywords: onset of delinquency, belief, negative life event, deviant peer
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