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A Longitudinal Research on the Effects of
Involvement, Commitment, Self-efficacy,
and Strain from Academic Aspect on Onset
of Delinquency

Feng-Ming Chang*
Abstract

Few empirical studies in Taiwan have focused on the factors involved in the
onset of delinquency in junior high school students. Moreover, previous empirical
studies have rarely used complete, systematic, and dynamic analytical techniques to
test the effects of academic mvolvement, academic commitment, academic self-
efficacy, and academic strain on delinquency in junior high schools students.
Therefore, this study endeavored to apply a more complete academic framework and
used dynamic techniques to determine how involvement, commitment, self-cfficacy,
and strain affected the onset of delinquency in students at the junior high school level.
Using a longitudinal approach, this study used self-report questionnaires to collect
data from 415 students in eight junior high schools in Chiayi City. Event history

analysis was used to analyze the collected data. The impact of various times was a
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meaningful independent variable, and it was dummy coded into three variables:
Time 1 (September-December 2009), Time 2 (January-March 2010), and Time 3
(April- June 2010). Findings indicated that academic involvement, academic
commitment, and academic strain were related to the onset of delinquency during the
entire first year in junior high school. Moreover, academic involvement and
academic commitment was able to limit the onset of delinquency, and there was
a positive relationship between academic strain and the onset of delinquency.
Additionally, academic strain had a differential impact on the onset of delinquency in
the three different time periods. The effect of academic stram on the onset of

delinquency in Time 1 was greater than that in Time 2 and Time 3.

Keywords: onset of delinquency, academic involvement, academic
commitment, academic self-efficacy, academic strain
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