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Folklore Description in the Legend of Wang

Zhaojun

Yasuki Abe”

Abstract

Wang Zhaojun was a palace maid in the Han Dynasty who was waiting for
the imperial edict. The Han nationality is a farming nationality, which is not easy
to adapt to the nomadic life of the Huns. Cai Wenji (53745 ) , the later Han
Dynasty, also showed similar feelings of not adapting to the environment as Wang
Zhaojun. The Han nationality also has the Confucian culture, which attaches great
importance to women's chastity. The marriage custom of "husband dies and
marries son" of the Hun nationality is quite barbaric to the Han nationality, so
unofficial history or legends does not recognize the historical records, saying that
Zhaojun refused to accept the marriage custom of the Hun, and took poison to die,
or admits the historical records, saying that Zhaojun did not keep the chastity, and

then married her son.

In Qin Cao ( Z:#% ) by Cai Yong (Z£& ), the later Han Dynasty, it is said that
Zhaojun, singing with open mind and homesickness, would not marry his son, took

poison to commit suicide and buried in the Green Tomb after her death. Shi Chong

* Honorary Professor, Yamaguchi University of Japan.
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(f52%)» Jin Dynasty, in The preface and Wang Mingjun's Ci ( FHFZE 6 —& 1l
Fr-) says that she was humiliated by the Hun's father and son, but she was not easy
to commit suicide, and she could not escape from the different species of Hun
kingdom by riding in the“flying goose”, and finally became a flower in the “dung
soil”. In the Tang Dynasty, Zhaojun was criticized for marrying the Hun father and

son.

Later, folklore and unofficial history or legends, such as the differences in
culture and environment of the Huns, described Wang Zhaojun's inability to adapt
to the environment and her desire to return home early, but she endured the spirit
of the victims of harsh environment. As The master of snow woodcutter ( Ftt+
A.), The legend of two Phoenix ( 2B 7744 {# ) , says: “a group of sheep, the wind
blows, it's smelling blood.” Gaogiang (&) The drama of the green tomb Zhao
Jun (FEEC - BEE ) says: “ The empress hates you smells bloody.”"Manchu
storytelling (¥ 2 ) The new Zhaojun CHTEAE ) says : “ Hun young girls and Hun
old women are my companions, and the fecal gas stinks all over the body.” The
book of songs in Southern Fujian CEEg#t£/) , All songs of Zhaojun married
with Hun (BZEFIZFE2F) says @ “ Hun men are like ghost, Hun old women are
not beautiful.” Japanese Tang mirror (JE5) (the second half of the 13th century )
also says:“terrible barbarians.” The illustration of Noh Zhaojun (the first half of
the 15th century ) depicts the beauty of Wang Zhaojun's dead and the ugliness of
Huhanye's dead. Ozaki Koyo’s novel Yamato Shoukun (1889) , depicts the

ugliness of Hun followers.

In addition, Wang Zhaojun has the beautiful appearance of “overturning the
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country and the city” (2B {35 . In Japan, “overturning the city” means that you
are the prostitute. Wang Zhaojun is compared to this prostitute. The story of the
rise and fall of Yuanping CJFE FEZ=EE0)  says: “there is the ‘Shirabyoshi ([H{A
¥, Mrs.Yu (JZIX) |, Yang Guifei (#5554 ) , Wang Zhaojun ( FHEE ) , etc.”
The short song ( /]\N&x ) Beautiful Yangjun song collection ( ZE45E Sk ) compares
Wang Zhaojun to the Young Willow (/M) , a prostitute in the Yamashiro Country

CLL3m B Fushimi Village (R 7.2 B brothel ( ##5]) . Ukiyo painting” has the
picture of “Mitate” Wang Zhaojun, which means "comparison”, and “Mitate”

Wang Zhaojun is a Japanese prostitute.

This paper discusses the description of folk customs in Wang Zhaojun's

stories.

Keywords: Hun Marriage Custom, Husband Dies and Marries Son, Moral

Integrity and Suicide, Cultural Difference, Japanese Prostitute.
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