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The Effect of Wang Tao's Running the Newspaper
on Political Thought to the Late Qing Dynasty

——Analysis of Political Communication

Chia-Chyi Chang”

Abstract

Wang Tao was a modern Chinese litterateur, thinker, political commentator,
educator, journalist. His knowledge and thoughts not only affected the reformist
thinkers and reformers at that time - such as Yan Fu, Zheng Guanying, Kang Youwei,
Liang Qichao, Wang Kangnian, etc.; even the Republic of China of national father
Mr. Sun Yat-sen also looked up to Wang Tao, and kindly feeling.

Over the years, the study of Wang Tao in the academic study seems to pay more
attention to the analysis and evaluation of Wang Tao's thoughts, or the political
thoughts, economic thoughts and educational thoughts. For the effect of Wang Tao's
"Universal Circulating Herald" on the political thoughts of the late Qing Dynasty,
rarely described. The purpose of this article is going to try to analyze " Universal
Circulating Herald " was created by Wang Tao, who is how to affect politicians and
political thoughts in the late Qing Dynasty from the view of political
communication.

After document analysis, the article have discovered that Wang Tao was a

person of foresight who knew how to communicate his political thoughts at that time.

* Adjunct Associate Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Chiayi University.
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Wang Tao was the first to understand the political environment and atmosphere, and
to communicate his political thoughts in a roundabout and indirect way. Wang Tao
knew how to communicate his democratic ideas with People-oriented thoughts and
achieves his desired effect in a gradual way. Wang Tao is also a minority who knows
how to make the dissemination of though effective, have to let the public understand
the political symbols to be communicated. He knew how to use the simple and clear
writings in Classical Chinese to express the essence of Western European political
system and the mainstream of modern thoughts. At that time, what was meant by
"effective communication”, even the West has not developed relevant theories. It is
very great for Wang Tao to have such an understanding.

Keywords: Wang Tao, Universal Circulating Herald, political communication,
Political Thoughts
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