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& Thomas B. Gold, “ The Study of Chinese Society,” American Studies of Contempoary China
(Armonk: M.E.Sharpe,1993), pp. 43~ 46.
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Changing Dependency Behavior
of China's Newsmen:

the Case of the People's Daily

Yu-liang Chang

Abstract

The Chinese newspaper industry has long instituted a “ provisioning per-
sonnel system,” which counted on the state to provide lasting employment
and low pay, but generous benefits. At the same time, by integrating news
coverage and editing, journalists become acquainted with Communist Party
propaganda, thus acting as a mouthpiece to manipulate public opinion. That
is the very picture painted by those who study the role of China's journalist.

Applying the unit ( danwei ) system approach, this paper explores the
case of the People's Daily, and presents quite a different situation. Under the
provisioning system, the journalist of Communist Party have developed a high
degree of economic-social and political dependence on newspaper authorities.
The Party organ staff, bragging about their shouldering policy propaganda re-
sponsibilities and standing at the forefront of public opinion, fall short of com-
peting for stories, and has degenerated into “socialist lazy bones”. Although
media commercialization took place in 1992, China's journalists still serve as
a political mouthpiece and contiune to assume non-professional roles.

Keywords: China's newspaper industry; unit (danwei) system; organized
dependency; limited-authority dependency
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