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From Red Classic to Patriotic Commodity:
Changes of the Mainstream Melody

Dramas Texts in China

Yu-Liang Chang

Associate Professor
Department of Communication Management
Nanhua University

Abstract

Like poetry, operas and dances, the mainstream melody dramas in China
have been used as a medium by the government to illuminate the party’s
policy and idea in attempt to evoke the people’s identification with “New
China” in terms of socialism. Since the 1990s, through the complicity of
interest between the government and its people, mainstream melody dramas
made in commercial attempt are being broadcasted continuingly, which
results in a special situation, that is, seeing mainstream melody dramas and
commercial programs coexist on televisions. Therefore, while the Chinese
government is facing the need in forming a new ideology after the reform,
these mainstream melody dramas become an indispensable method/medium
in recongealing the people by calling upon their identification with the party
or even the thought of being a Chinese.

Keywords: mainstream melody dramas; melody; red classic; cultural

hegemony; ideological state apparatuses
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