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Iron Girl , Better Half and Fashion Girl : Women’s Image in Women’s
Magazines in China
CHANG Yu—liang
(Department of Communication ,Nanhua University ,Chiayi,62248 ,China)

Abstract ;: Before China’s reform and opening up, the representation of women’s image in women’s maga-
zines tend to be non—sexual (or even masculine) in general . Along with the progress of social and economic reform ,
the long —lost feminine characteristics in terms of gender role can not only be found on Chinese women again but in
much diversity . In this essay four magazines , issued in different years , are selected as the focus of this case study ,
that is, Women of China, Family , Woman Friend and Cosmopolitan. All represent distinct times and aim at differ-
ent types of readers . First of all, with the four texts, I would like to investigate whether the “tough girl” image of
Iron Girls that had prevailed or even been praised before the reform due to the class struggle still exists in contempo-
rary women’s magazines in China? Or is such image largely diminished or scarcely shown? Secondly , after the re-
form , though being able to regain their gender role, do these modern women fall back to a submissive role for nee-
ding the support of the family to continue their career , which, in the meanwhile , once again highlights the tradition-
al value of marriage as being a man’s better half? That is, does the role of a better half no longer stands for house-
wives exclusively but also career women? Third, along with the change of China’s society to state capitalism during
mid 90s, more and more women join business and do well upgrading their social and economic status that is unprece-
dented and had never happened. However, do these fashionable and modern women also fall into the ideology of

consumerism constructed under patriarchy while enjoying their fashion shopping and chic purchases?

Key words ; Chinese Media; Women’s Magazines ; Women’s Image
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