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Explore Dai Zhen’s moral philosophy from
perspectives of various western ethics

Abstract

The essence of ethics has been studied for long histories in both
eastern and western cultures. Aristotle was the major leader in
ancient Greek while people like G.E.M.Anscombe in British
advocated recovery of virtue ethics in last century. In China, over
2500 years Confucianism emphasized the realization of ethics via
humanity which led to different perspectives and exploratory of
ethics. In 18th century, Da Zhen proposed that humanity is the center
of ethics, and human desire as well as rational investigations are
parts of humanity. Humanity embodiment from emotion and desire
therefore became cores of ethics studies in Qing dynasty.

This research aims on exploring the correlations between
western ethics and Da Zhen’s theory. The author reviews the western
theories of normative ethics followed by both virtue ethics and role
ethics. And then interpretations of humanity and ethics from Da
Zhen’s perspective are thoroughly investigated. Hopefully an
innovative annotation based on modern theories can be proposed to
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comprehend the moral philosophy of Da Zhen.

Keywords: Dai Zhen ~Emotion ~Desire » Moral philosophy ~Virtue

ethics ~ Normative ethics - Role ethics
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