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Rather be a Good Physician than a Good Minister:
on the Group Images of Confucian Physicians in

Hong Mai's Yi Jian Zhi

Rui-Wen Huang!

Abstract

Yi Jian Zhi is a book compiled by Hong Mai, a great Confucian scholar in the
Song Dynasty. In the book, there are many records about social status, officialdom,
customs and their tendencies, which have being caused a far-reaching influence. In
view of this, combined with the practical medical scenes at that time, this article
intends to use the stories of Chinese medicine practitioners in the book as a text to
restore the unique "Confucianism" culture in the Song Dynasty society.
Confucianism takes "theories of benevolence" as the core concept, connecting the
roles of Confucian and healer, integrating Confucian concepts such as " theories of
benevolence" and '"respecting virtue" into medicine, and establishing the

emphasizing benchmark of both "heart of benevolence" and "skill of benevolence."

Through this research, we can feel the positive effect of the emergence of
Confucianism on medicine in the Song Dynasty. At the same time, it represents the
formal departure of medicine from the category of "technician" and gradually builds
a new "model of medicine." Hong Mai also has the dual identity of "healer" and
"Confucian scholar." When compiling the story of the healer in Yi Jian Zhi, he also

wanted to configure a physician who was conformed to the moral requirements of

! Ph. D. Candidates, Department of Chinese Literature, National Chung Hsing University.
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Confucianism and to show his core idea of "healing as theories of benevolence."

Keywords: Confucian physician, Confucianism, Hong Mai, Yi Jian Zhi.
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