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Parents’ Expectation for Children to Practice the Filial Piety
at Funerals — A Case Study of Senior University Students

Lee, Hui-Jen

Assisstant Professor, Department of Life-and-Death Studies, Nanhua University

Abstract

Traditional Chinese culture maintains family order through the love of parents and
the filial piety of children. Therefore, in the past, the private schools let the children
know that they must take care of their parents. In the future, they must also take
responsibility for holding funerals for parents. However, when the times have been
different from the past, the traditional concept of filial piety has conflicted with the
modern society’s idea of promoting environmental burial. To safeguard the rights of the
dead and the living, we must study the new filial piety to let children practice in the
funeral of parents. From the perspective of parents, the elders think that:(1) It is too
hard for children to fulfill their filial piety through funeral.(2) Parents do not expect
their children to be filial, but believe that it is necessary to arrange the funeral plan in
advance by individual.(3) Children should understand and follow the wishes of their
parents,(4) The love between parents and children can always continue to exist without
being affected by death.

Keyword : Filial Piety ~ Senior Citizens Learning Camp - Handling Funerals for
Parents
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