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Abstract

Enhancing civic participation is one of the most essential goals of Local Cultural
Museum Projects. The central government keeps putting large efforts and resources in
Local Cultural Museum projects aiming to grow cultural vitality and identity through
activating community involvement. A three-phase Local Cultural Museum projects
has been designed to be lasting for 20 years. In phase 1, cultural museums were
encouraged to be set in urban and rural setting for the local public. In phase 2, these
museums were positioned as keystone to both expand and enrich the quality life in
communities. Recently, in phase 3, the project focuses on strengthening the museum
profession, integrating local cultural resources, extending local connections, ensuring
equal opportunity in accessing cultural resources and participation. Authors of this
study want to ask, with the efforts government spent for 18 years, how do people feel
it?

Public policies are to solve people’s (the policy stakeholders, also the demanders)
problems and to respond to their service needs in society, thus this study reviews
Local Cultural Museum projects from the perspective of demands. Through three
surveys over a decade, this study investigated the acquaintance of Chiayi citizens
about their cultural facilities (including these local cultural museums) in the city, the
participation of general cultural activities, and their involvement in visiting Local
Cultural Museums. This study examined the needs of community residents for
cultural facilities, and took an insight in how residents perceive and access these
facilities, in which much budgets and efforts were spent by the governments. The
findings could be a reference for the governments in policy making for cultural

resources allocation and for policies regarding Local Cultural Museum development.

Keywords: local cultural museums, cultural policy, public participation,

demand in museum’s facilities.
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