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Master Xingyun's Development of Master Taixu's
Human Buddhism Take the interpretation of the
"Diamond Sutra" of the two as the context

CHEN MEI-LING"
Abstract

Finding that the outer world always influences the “mind,” Master Taixu
proposed that “Nianfo (the recollection of the Buddha)” is the primary method of
training. If people can attain the Diamond Sutra prajna (wisdom), their minds will be
equivalent to Buddha. Reciting Buddha equals reciting one’s mind. There is no
difference between the mind and Buddha. There is no one to be recited, and there 1s
no Buddha to be recalled. When there are no limits to the recitation of Buddha, one
will obtain self-consistent. Thus there is no sattva (all living beings) and no Buhhda.
It means that one can get to the Rebirth bliss, and that is precisely Amitabha in mind.
People who encounter difficulties always vent their anger, and that causes mental
disorders. Therefore, obtaining the Diamond Sutra prajna means getting the reunion
of the mind and Buddha. Reciting Buddha is reciting the mind. The mind is Buddha.
Master Xingyun explained further the meaning. The Diamond Sutra discusses “what
forms to live with” and “how to overcome the mental problems.” It does not mean
that we force ourselves to overcome the obstacles and live in any form of the mind.
The Sutra expresses that we should lead the uncountable numbers of living beings to

the extinction of reincarnation. Whether all living beings exist in what form, they

" Adjunct Assistant Professor, Kainan University

211




XEHG T 33 M

should be led to Nirvana. After leading them to Nirvana, we should not be conscious
of any actions and any living creatures. It shows the kindness coming from the
Diamond Sutra and the attitude without taking credit and clinging to anything. It is
the real Infinite Mercy. This way, if someone realizes the true meaning of the
“nonduality of emptiness and existence,” there is nothing to be overcome and

nowhere to live in mind.

Obviously, there are two kinds of contexts shown in the interpretation of the
Diamond Sutra by the two masters. Master Taixu explained profound theories in
simple teachings. On the other hand, Master Xingyun revealed the practice of
Dharma, which means concretization and training as living. Master Taixu dispelled
the thinking of attaching to the forms by explaining “nowhere to live.” He insisted
that theories and doctrines help achieve the perfect wisdom. People should be
lectured and taught by venerated elders or masters to understand the truth. Later,
Master Xingyun take this theory as the foundation. His concept started from the
“practice.” The practice cleverly fits all the living actions: walking, standing, sitting,

lying, and takes the prajna as training goals. Following the prajna to correct the

“thinking” and practice the training “form” help reach the state of ultimate perfection.

It breaks down the barriers between the meaning and training of Dharma, transfers
the real world to Pure Land, and getting all to a harmonic reunion. From caring about
real life, applying the Dharma flexibly, devoting oneself to life, his interpretation

teaches people to perform the actual “Humanistic Buddhism” in modern life.

Keywords: Diamond Sutra, Master Taixu, Humanistic Buddhism, Master Xingyun
(Master Hsing Yun), Interpretation
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