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Abstract

The objective of this research is for all to understand the true meaning of Generosity,
its value and contribution to the modern society through Venerable Master Hsing Yun’s
interpretation and application of Generosity. With the hope of sharing Venerable Master
Hsing Yun’s ideology of Generosity, a method to actualize Generosity in our daily life
could be formulated, helping readers to solve life’s problems.

The outline of second chapter traced back the ideology of Generosity from Buddhist
classics and texts, where Generosity is practiced in different aspects of daily life,
spanning from food, clothing, shelter to living. Most of the content was based on charity
and salvation. In teachings of the Buddha, generosity entails giving more than is required.
It involves relinquishment of clinging. Generosity entails relinquishing some aspects of
one’s self- interest, and thus is a giving of one’s self.

The outline of third chapter summarizes Venerable Master Hsing Yun’s ideology of
Generosity (Giving without Notions) into three points: (1) The principles of ‘Pure Giving’
is not to fixate on notions. The giver should ensure that when we give, our minds are
filled with joy, open and genuine. As we give, the giver’s mind should be wholesome,
with no thought of any sort of reward coming from the gift after it has been given either.
(2) To ‘Give without Bias or Discrimination’: When there is no favouritism or partiality,
the positive karmic effects of Giving is vast. We must be able to look upon all living
beings as we coexist as one in order to inwardly destroy any miserly attitudes and
outwardly perform beneficial deeds; to help us foster a mind of equality that can accept
all living beings and foster a world of Harmony without conflict. (3) To interpret ‘Giving
as a method of Upaya’(skilful means), where the notion of Giving is adapted to suit the

needs of modern society, reaching out to people from different walks of life, where



Giving is more readily accepted and applied in daily life.

The outline of fourth chapter seeks to investigate the highlights of Venerable Master
Hsing Yun’s application of Generosity. From the conventional material generosity,
emotional generosity and dharma generosity, Venerable Master Hsing Yun combine all
kinds of generosity in his application, and manages to help the receiver to transcend from
being a receiver to a giver. Using the medium of Culture and Media in his Dharma
propagation, the area of influence of Venerable Master Hsing Yun’s Generosity is
boundless, without the limitation of time and space. It teaches one to build affinity with
others through differents means, benefitting all sentient beings.

The outline of chapter five concludes the three main significances of Venerable
Master Hsing Yun’s application of Generosity. Firstly, modernity: Venerable Master Hsing
Yunillustrates the points of modernity in Buddhism with the modernity of language, the
use of modern facilities and answering to the needs of all beings, bringing people
confidence, joy, hope and convenience, serving as a role model to the modern people.

Secondly, adaptability: Venerable Master Hsing Yun’s Dharma activities, not only
serve the needs of Dharma propagation to people from different walks of life; it also
brings people to practice wholesomeness, a breath of fresh air in the re-enginnering of
the society. Thirdly, practicality: Formulating a way to practice Generosity where one
could easily apply and realize in their daily life, forming an invaluable life experience for

them.

Keywords : Venerable Master Hsing Yun, Giving, Buddhism, Humanistic Buddhism,

Fo Guang Shan, Six Paramitas
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