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Abstract

China’s international influence has increased sharply after 40 years of “Reform
and Opening” and has caught the international attention to its development. Since
September 2013, Xi Jinping, the leader of China’s fifth-generation state, has proposed
the “Belt and Road Initiative” to carry out economic diplomacy through economic and
trade cooperation with other countries. As one of the top three traditional European
companies, the UK has been striving for a position in global development after the
internal Scottish independence incident and the Brexit. The engagement with China
has become one of top priority of British foreign policy. This thesis evaluates the
development of China’s economic diplomacy in UK’s China foreign policy, exploring
the results and achievements of geo-economic cooperation through of cases: China
Railway Express, nuclear energy cooperation, China-Pakistan Economic Corridor and
the UK participated in the AIIB the four projects in the “Belt and Road Initiative,”
Besides, the thesis explores Britain’s challenges and response to the international
suspicions of the transparency, environmental protection and debt traps in the "Belt

and Road initiative".

Keywords: Economic Diplomacy, China’s belt and road initiative, Geo-economics,

Comprehensive strategic partnership between Britain and China
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