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ABSTRACT

The dialects course in Grade 1-9 Curriculum rekindles the acquisition of dialects
of different ethnic groups in Taiwan. Having covered students from grade 1 to 9 in
elementary and junior high school, this policy will further integrate with guidelines of
the 12-year compulsory education in 2020. From the perspective of applied sociology
of language, this research conducts in-depth semi-structured interviews and carries out
qualitative analysis to probe into the influence of this policy on students’ attitude
toward Taiwanese and their afterschool usage behavior. Policy formulation, teaching
materials compilation, and teaching implementation can all benefit from this research.

This research finds that students like Taiwanese course. Viewing Taiwanese as a
means of communication, they approve the importance of learning Taiwanese and the
value of the course. Students love Taiwanese more after they take the course, but the
increase in their willingness to use the dialect or in their ethnic identity is not
significant. The opinion that Taiwanese is not as important as Mandarin but more
important than English is common among interviewees. Most students with basic
Taiwanese communication proficiency before enrolled hope the content of the course
can be more difficult. A large number of students’ usage behavior after school is
affected, but the change is minor and contingent. Students with basic communication
proficiency before enrolled even say that their language skills lower after they attend
school because they use the dialect less frequently in the new environment. On the
whole, on lives of the interviewees Taiwanese course shows positive influence which is
noticeable in the improvement of interpersonal relations and the confidence rising from
the enhancement of ability.

Judging from the results of this study, school curricula alone are not enough for
the upcoming 12-year compulsory education guidelines to achieve their goals. The
government and people from all walks of life have to work together to create a
dialects-friendly environment and promote the use of dialects so that the school

education can succeed.

Keywords: Grade 1-9 curriculum, dialect course, Taiwanese, attitude, after school
behaviors
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