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Abstract

"Feng Shen Yan Yi", commonly known as "Feng Shen Bang", also known as
"Feng hen Zhuan", is a demon novel in the Ming Dynasty. The author used his rich
imagination and extensive religious knowledge to organize the operas, words, novels,
etc. that were popular at the time, and built a structured world with a clear hierarchy,
forming a great work that is well known to all households. There are many gods and
demons of various kinds in the book, and they each have a variety of Taoism and
magic weapons with different attributes. These immortals have special abilities that
are different from mortals and cause many imaginations. Their images have long been
deeply rooted in people's hearts, and they have become familiar characters, even
religious figures of folk beliefs. Therefore, this thesis takes the Taoist immortal
characters in “Feng Shen Yan Y1~ as the main research object, explores the relevant
literature, and finds the cultural meaning in the immortal faith.

This thesis is divided into five chapters. The first chapter is the introduction. It
puts forward the research motivation and purpose, then describes the previous
research results related to "Feng Shen Yan Yi", and finally explains the research
methods and chapter arrangements.

The second chapter is "Author's Inquiry and Story Tracing". The author's inquiry
supports Xu Zhong Lin's and Lu Xixing's sayings more. In recent years, the argument
based on the accumulation of generations has gradually gained attention. Tracing the
origin of the story: trace back to the origin of the story of King Wu of Zhou defeating
King Zhou of Shang, and explore the relationship between " Feng Shen Yan Y1 " and
"king of Wu's Conversation", "Biography of the Kingdoms" Volume 1, "The
Complete Collection of the Three Religious Sources and Searching God" and the folk
Emperor Xuan Emperor to conquer the demon. Character setting basis: The characters
in the book have different origins, and their origin can be found in Taoism, Buddhism,
folk beliefs, and drama novels.

The third chapter is "The Construction of the God-Fighting World and the
Analysis of God's Genealogy" The construction of the God-fighting world is a world
of endless reincarnation. The division of the immortal ranks has its unique
arrangement by the author, forming a different genealogy of Taoism, improving the
status of the immortals, practicing immortality to a certain level, and enjoying a

leisurely life. The heavenly court composed of more than 300 orthodox gods has
I



become a heavenly court official unit headed by the God of Hao Tian, serving the
peoples of the world, virtually forming a form of deities.

The fourth chapter is "The Cultural Implications of the Immortal Characters",
explores the religious features of worshipping and suppressing the Buddha in “Feng
Shen Yan Yi ", and explores its modern significance in folk beliefs and modern media
transmission.

Chapter 5 is the conclusion, which shows that although "Feng Shen Yan Yi" is
based on the historical facts and adds the author's rich imagination to the fictional
demon fiction, it combines the characteristics of the Three Religions and folk
religions and recombines them. This created a new deity different from ancient books,
mixed with Buddhism and Taoism, full of worldly character. Through the
popularization of popular literature and modern media, it has become a new image of
folk beliefs, entered the historical heritage of traditional folk culture, and has become

a belief force that stabilizes people's hearts.

Keywords: Feng Shen Yan Yi, Taoist Immortals, Figures, God's Genealogy, Folk
Beliefs
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