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Research on A tale of the immortal souls: the spirits of poetry
by Yuru Chen

Abstract

Due to the prevailing trend of adapting fantasy fiction into Hollywood
movies as well as the popularity of translated literary works, Taiwanese teenagers
are well-acquainted with Western mythology, but are unfamiliar with traditional
Chinese classics. Yuru Chen breaks this deadlock with her work, A4 tale of the
immortal souls: the spirits of poetry, which is built around Tang poetry, along
with the genres that are favoured by teenagers, such as martial art chivalry, time
travel, and detectives. This work has successfully introduced traditional Chinese
classics to teenagers. This paper will thoroughly examine the book through its
theme, characters, storyline, wording, and writing skills, in the hope of precisely
understanding the author’s notions behind the work and its essence, which has
reshaped teenagers’ opinions regarding the traditional culture.

The present paper is divided into five sections: Section one explains the
research objectives and purposes of the present paper. Moreover, this section
examines relevant literature, and illustrates the research methodology and
structure of the present paper. Section two provides a brief biography of Yuru
Chen that introduces her background, the process of creation and creative notion,
and provides an explanation of the classical works that she has referenced in her
works. Section three investigates the story’s content, protagonists, and the
important Tang poems mentioned in the novel. Section four discusses the artistic
style of A tale of the immortal souls: the spirits of poetry through its plot,
narrative skills, and the art of language. Section five provides a comprehensive

and coherent conclusion integrating the previous sections.

Keywords: Yuru Chen, A tale of the immortal souls, spirits of poetry, fantasy

fiction
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