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A Study of the View of Life and Death of Tolsty’s “Ivan

Ilyitch’s Death”

Abstract

This study aims to understand Tolstoy > a Russian novelist > philosopher > and
political thinker » and to explore and examine his perspectives on life and death by "The
Death of Ivan Ilyitch > " which is a unique insight into the events of life and death. The
research methods are based on “Creative Hermeneutics” developed and constructed by
Weixun Fu > which are divided into the actual meaning > implication » and pretense in
order to analyze and synthesize Tolstoy’s philosophy of life and death conveyed in "The
Death of Ivan Ilyitch."

Later generations regard "The Death of Ivan Ilyitch" as "The Peak of Death Literature."
In Ivan » Tolstoy created the "protagonist" as an ordinary judge who seems to be
insignificant. However > before the death of the "protagonist > " he is filled with the
worldly > hypocritical and death-related fear of life. The description was shocking and
thought-provoking. Based on Tolstoy's wisdom > it is the hope to bring modern people with
inspiration on facing the issues related to the concept of life and death > and having the
dialogue with the soul and the dialectical view of life and death.

This study utilized the text analysis to investigate the deep meaning of "The Death of
Ivan Illich” in order to represent the perspects of lives on the death > in terms of interpreting
the meaning of life and how to face the death.

Researchers believe that Tolstoy's perspectives on life and death of "The Death of Ivan
Ilyitch” may be illustrated as the following:

1. Fear of death and confusion about the meaning of life.

2. Tolstoy finally turned to religion in search of an answer to death.

3. Through his thoughts on the issue of death » Illich found his self through "love" > and
found the correct way of connecting himself with the world » and finally realized the
sublimation of the soul in love.

4. The meaning and value of life should not be sought from outside.

5. The process of Ivan Ilych’s facing death presented the reflection on his ife in the past »
and the desire on the search for the meaning of "Self Authenticity"

6. Throughout the continuous exploration > Ivan Ilyich saw the truth of the existence of life
and death > and eventually realized the meaning of life at the time to bid farewell to life.

7. Exploring the dignity of death and the dignity of life
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8. Death has a fundamental meaning for a person's real existence (real life). One must
understand and expand his life from his awareness of death in order to truly maintain his
freedom in his life.

9. Most people conceal from "death" and forget the existence of "death."

To sum up > in the face-to-face dialogue with the "Death > " Ivan Ilyich gradually
awakened his self-awareness and began to think about life and question the meaning of life.
Ivan Ilyich was finally freed from the "dispirited" after seeing the truth of the existence state
of "towards the death." Ivan Ilyich realized that the meaning of life lies in "the ultimate care
for the love of others" > and maintained the dignity of life to obtain a spiritual rebirth in this.
Through the concept of life and death conveyed in the text of the book "Death of Ivan Ilych -
" we can frequently remind ourselves that we are all waiting for "death > " so we must "live"

well.

Keywords: Tolstoy, Ivan Ilyitch’s death, Hermeneutics of creation, View of life and death,

Authentic existence
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